
 
 

MINUTES OF THE ACADEMIC SENATE OF QUEENS COLLEGE    March 10, 2022 
    

The meeting will come to order: 
 

Chair Kevin L. Ferguson called the meeting to order at 3:38 p.m. 
    
1. Approval of Agenda: 
 

i. MOTION: Duly made by Chair Ferguson:  
   

“To approve the agenda” 
 

Hearing no objection to the motion, the agenda was approved as distributed. 
                            
2. Approval of Minutes: 
 

i.  MOTION:  Duly made by Chair Ferguson: 
  

      “To approve the minutes dated February 10, 2022” 
 

          Hearing no objection to the motion the minutes were approved as distributed. 
 

3. Announcements, Administrative Reports and Memorials:  
 
a. VP for Institutional Advancement, Alumni Relations, Laurie Dorf 
 

Following the presentation Laurie Dorf answered questions from senators. 
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b. Chair Ferguson announced that at a limited meeting on March 10, 2022, the Executive 
Committee acting on behalf of the Senate voted on two things; to dissolve the current 
Search Committee for the Dean of Education position and to direct the Nominating 
Committee to select an entirely new committee for that position. Chair Ferguson stated 
that the Search for the Dean of Education had been considered failed.  
 

4. Special Motions: (none) 
 
5. Committee Reports:  
 

a. Undergraduate Curriculum Committee  
 

 
i. MOTION: Duly made by Ken Lord, Chair of the Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: 

 
“To accept the UCC minutes of February 10, 2022 as distributed” 

 
Hearing no objection to the motion, the Chair moved unanimous consent. 
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Undergraduate Curriculum Committee  Minutes of 2/10/2022 
 
A. General Education 
 
1. General Education Matters   
 
2. Mathematics and Quantitative Reasoning Advisory Committee 
 
3. Writing Intensive Advisory Committee.  
  
4. STEM variant courses. 
 None.  
 
 
1. Music 
 
a. New Course. 

MUSIC 254. Treble Choir. 4 hours, 1 credit. Prereq.: Permission of the instructor; admission is by 
audition. The purpose of this ensemble is to achieve the highest standards of choral artistry among music 
written for soprano and alto voices. Rehearsals are supplemented by individual preparation. Satisfies the 
large-ensemble requirement for music majors. May be repeated for credit. Fall, Spring 

 

2. Chemistry 
 
a. Change to the minor (Minor code: CHEM-MIN) 

 
 

To read: 
 

Required: CHEM 113.1, 113.4, 114.1, 114.4, and 10 credits taken from any of the following courses 
Chem 211, 212, 240, 251.4, 251.1, 252.4, 252.1, 291, 331.3, 331.1, 341.3, 341.1, 371, 372, 376, 381, 
382, 385, 387, 391.1-3, HMNS 102, HMNS 291. Students may not double minor in biochemistry and 
in chemistry. Transfer students must complete a minimum of one lecture and one laboratory 
chemistry course of intermediate or upper level at Queens College to earn a minor. 

 
 

b.  New Minor:  Biochemistry Minor (BIOCH-MIN) 
 

Required: CHEM 113.1, 113.4, 114.1, 114.4, 251.4, 251.1, 252.4, 252.1, AND one lecture course 
selected from CHEM 371, 372, 378, AND one lab course selected from CHEM 376, 291, 391.1-3, 
HMNS 102, HMNS 291. Students may not double minor in biochemistry and in chemistry. Transfer 
students must complete a minimum of one lecture and one laboratory chemistry course of 
intermediate or upper level at Queens College to earn a minor. 
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b. Graduate Curriculum Committee 

 
i. MOTION: Duly made by Ping Li, Chair of the Graduate Curriculum Committee: 
 

“To accept the GCC minutes of February 2, 2022 as distributed” 
 

Hearing no objection to the motion, the Chair moved unanimous consent. 
 

 
GCC Minutes Dated February 2, 2022 

 
A.  ITEMS FOR UNIVERSITY REPORT 
 

1. PHYSICS 
 

a. Minor Change: Change in course number 
 
TO: 
 
PHYS 502, Modern Aspects of Astronomy. 4 hr.; 4 cr. Prereq.: Permission of the department.  A 
course for teachers providing an introduction to general astronomy with emphasis on the 
structure and evolution of the universe.  Not open to candidates for the MA in Physics. 
 
2.  Editorial amendment – item removed. 
 
3. FNES: Master of Science in Nutrition and Exercise Sciences, Exercise Specialization 
 

b. Program Change: Change in requirements for degree/certificate 
TO: 
 
Required courses in the exercise science specialization include FNES 702, 720, 722, 725, 726, 
729, 733, 734, 796, and 797 plus two elective courses (6 credits), or pass a comprehensive 
examination plus three elective courses (9 credits) from 707, 708, 719, 762, 770 or other courses 
as approved by the graduate exercise science advisor.  

 

c. Nominating Committee 
 

Editorial Correction: To withdraw Sofia Taherkhani from Campus Affairs, 
Environment, and Graduation Advisory Committee. 

 
i. MOTION: Duly made by Kevin Ferguson, member of the Nominating Committee: 

 
      “To accept the Nominating Committee Report dated March 10, 2022 
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Hearing no objection to the motion, the Chair moved unanimous consent. 
 

1) Campus Affairs, Environment, and Graduation Advisory Committee 
 
The following faculty were elected by unanimous consent: 

 
Fidel J. Tavarez         Social Sciences       through: December 2023 

 
Norka Blackman-Richards Arts and Humanities through: December 2023 

 
d. Teaching Excellence & Evaluation Committee – Music Proposed Survey 

 
i. MOTION: Duly made by Nathalia Holtzman, member of the TEEC: 

 
“To accept Teaching Excellence & Evaluation Committee – Music Proposed Survey” 

 
Hearing no objection to the motion, the Chair moved unanimous consent. 

To whom it may concern: 

For many years, certain performance ensemble courses at the Aaron Copland School of Music were not subject to 
student evaluations. With a new generation of faculty in place, we wish to rectify this immediately. The general 
survey used for “classroom courses” across QC is poorly suited to the specific nature of a performance ensemble, 
which generally has no reading or writing assignments; the students’ primary responsibility outside of class is to 
practice their individual parts in advance of rehearsals. The culminating “projects” of all ensemble courses are 
public performances; as such, the success or failure of each student to prepare properly has a direct impact on 
fellow students’ experience in this collective effort, more so than in a music theory or music history class.  

We therefore propose this modified survey, which better addresses the needs of our performance ensembles.  
Students in most programs at the School of Music are required to enroll every term in a large performance 
ensemble, which currently includes the following: 

 
Music 2591 Queens College Orchestra 

Music 792 Queens College Orchestra 
  

Music 2531 Symphonic Wind Ensemble  

Music 793 Symphonic Wind Ensemble  
  

Music 356 Vocal Ensemble 

Music 7941 Vocal Ensemble 
  

Music 156 QC Choral Society 

Music 606 QC Choral Society 
  

Music 258 Queens College Concert Choir 

Music 7948 Queens College Concert Choir 



Academic Senate Minutes – March 10, 2022 
 

Page 9 of 11 
 

  
Music 254 
 

Treble Choir (new course, proposed to 
UCC, to begin in 2022-23) 

 
I move that the Senate adopt this course evaluation survey for the Music courses listed above. 
 
Thank you for your consideration and attention. 
 
Sincerely, 
David Schober 
Associate Chair, Aaron Copland School of Music, Queens College  

PROPOSED SURVEY 

What did you like most about this course?  

Did you receive a detailed syllabus during the first week of class? 

Yes 

No 
How difficult is the course? 

Not at all difficult  
Somewhat difficult  
Moderately difficult  
Very difficult  
Extremely difficult 
 
On average, how much time did you spend per week working on this ensemble outside of the regularly 
scheduled rehearsal time? 
 
Less than 2 hours 
2-4 hours 
4-6 hours 
More than 6 hours 
 
What is your overall evaluation of the course, as distinct from the instructor?  
Poor 
Fair Good 
Very Good 
Excellent 
 
Please explain why you would or would not recommend this instructor to a friend.    
What, if anything, could the instructor have done to improve this class? 
 
The instructor is clear and easy to understand in rehearsals. 

Strongly disagree  
Disagree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
 Agree 
Strongly agree  
Not applicable 
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The instructor interacts well with students (through verbal and/or electronic communication).  

Strongly disagree  
Disagree 
Neither agree nor disagree  
Agree 
Strongly agree 
 Not applicable 
 
 
The instructor provides useful feedback (e.g., detailed critique and refinement during rehearsal, informal 
feedback inside/outside of rehearsal).  

Strongly disagree  
Disagree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
 Agree 
Strongly agree 
 Not applicable 
 

The instructor is available outside of rehearsal and is responsive to e-mail. 
Strongly disagree  
Disagree 
Neither agree nor disagree  
Agree 
Strongly agree 
 Not applicable 
 
The instructor is effective in managing rehearsal time.  

Strongly disagree 
 Disagree 
Neither agree nor disagree  
Agree 
Strongly agree  
Not applicable 
 
The instructor fosters a sense of unity and shared purpose among members of this ensemble.  

Strongly disagree  
Disagree 
Neither agree nor disagree 
 Agree 
Strongly agree 
 Not applicable 
 
What is your overall evaluation of the instructor, as distinct from the course? 

Poor  
Fair  
Good 
Very Good 
 Excellent 
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Additional comments (optional): 

6. Old Business  

a. Nominations to the Nominating Committee: 

             i. Student – Education May 2023  

The following student was nominated from the floor to fill the OPEN Education seat: 

Aisha Farooq May 2023 

7. New Business (none) 

MOTION: Duly made by Chair Ferguson: 

    “To Adjourn” 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:22 pm. The next Academic Senate meeting will be on 
Thursday, April 14, 2022. 


