
Queens College Mission Statement

Our Statement of Purpose, updated as part of the 1995 Middle States Self Study.

The mission of Queens College is to prepare students to become leading citizens of an
increasingly global society. The college seeks to do this by offering its exceptionally
diverse student body a rigorous education in the liberal arts and sciences under the
guidance of a faculty that is dedicated to the pursuit of excellence and the expansion of
the frontiers of knowledge. Its goal is that students learn to think critically, address
complex problems, explore various cultures, and use effectively the full array of available
technologies and information resources.

Within a structured curriculum and in an atmosphere of collegiality and mutual respect,
the college fosters an environment in which students learn the underlying principles of the
humanities, the arts, and the mathematical, natural, and social sciences. The college also
prepares students in a variety of professional and pre-professional programs that build
upon and complement the liberal arts and sciences foundation.

Recognizing the special needs of a commuting student population, the college strives to
create a broad range of intellectual and social communities. The college offers a spectrum
of curricular and co-curricular programs that serve individuals and distinctive student
constituencies.

In support of the need for advanced study in the liberal arts and professions, the college
offers a variety of master's degree and certificate programs. In particular, the college
recognizes and accepts its historic responsibility for providing high quality programs for
the pre-service and in-service education of teachers.

As a partner with CUNY's graduate school, the college provides faculty and resources in
support of the university's mission in doctoral education and research. The college
employs university graduate students and prepares them for careers in higher education
and research, and it supports faculty who serve as mentors for doctoral students and
engage in related scholarly activities.

For its faculty, the college seeks productive scholars, scientists, and artists deeply
committed to teaching. It endeavors to enhance the teaching effectiveness of faculty and
to encourage their research and creative work. The college recognizes the importance of a
diverse faculty responsive to the needs and aspirations of students of all ages and
backgrounds.

As a public institution, Queens College provides affordable access to higher education and
embraces its special obligation to serve the larger community. It is a source of information
in the public interest; it is a venue for cultural and educational activities serving the
general public. Through its graduates’ contributions to an educated workforce and through
the leading roles they assume in their local communities, the college is vested in the
economic future and vitality of New York.

As one of the most culturally diverse campuses in the country, Queens College faces



special challenges and opportunities. By balancing tradition and innovation in the service
of this diversity, it represents the future of the nation.


