
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR
Gregory L. Rabassa (Hispanic
Languages), one of the world’s leading
translators of Latin American literature,
has been awarded the 2006 National
Medal of Arts. He received the nation’s
highest honor for artistic excellence from
President George W. and Mrs. Laura Bush
at a ceremony last November in the White
House Oval Office.

Nine other notable artists and organi-
zations were honored along with Rabassa:
dancer Cyd Charisse, bluegrass musician
Dr. Ralph Stanley, Cincinnati Pops
orchestra conductor Erich Kunzel, classi-

cal composer William Bolcom, photogra-
pher Roy R. DeCarava, industrial design-
er/sculptor Viktor Schreckengost, arts
patron Wilhelmina Holladay, the
Interlochen Center for the Arts’ School of
Fine Arts, and the Preservation Hall Jazz
Band of New Orleans. 

According to Dana Gioia, chairman of
the National Endowment for the Arts
which manages the National Medal of
Arts nomination process, these individuals
and organizations have “all made endur-
ing contributions to the artistic life of our
nation. Whether by translating the master-
pieces of Latin American literature or

Gregory Rabassa with Laura and President
George W. Bush at the White House, where he
received the National Medal of Arts.

The Center for the Biology of Natural
Systems (CBNS) recently announced a
major expansion of its medical monitor-
ing program for emergency responders
and recovery workers at the World Trade
Center (WTC) disaster site. The pro-
gram—the Queens World Trade Center
Medical Monitoring and Treatment
Program—will now offer diagnostic eval-
uation and treatment of WTC-related
health conditions at CBNS’s clinical facil-
ity on Horace Harding Expressway. It has
already provided health-monitoring

exams to over 1,000 for-
mer WTC workers.

The expanded pro-
gram was made possible
by a $1.1 million award
from the National Insti-
tute for Occupational
Safety and Health

(NIOSH) of the
Department of Health and Human
Services—one of a series of NIOSH
grants totaling $40 million for this 
Continued on page 5 

WWII Memorial
Dedication
Arnold Franco ’43 (far left) with mem-

bers of his family stand behind part of

the World War II Veterans Memorial

that was dedicated on campus on

Friday, November 10. Franco’s gen-

erosity made the construction of the

plaza possible. During World War II 60

percent of Queens College students

enlisted or were called to duty (942 out of a class of 1,600). Award-winning poet Samuel

Menashe ’47, a survivor of the Battle of the Bulge, read his poems during the ceremony.

Also on hand was Rosemary McCarthy, the sister of Robert Francis Minnick, Jr., who

was one of the first QC students to die in the war. 
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bringing genius to the design of everyday
objects or simply preserving the great
musical heritage of New Orleans, their
work has enriched our national culture.”

Now 84 years old, Rabassa has taught
at Queen College since 1968. In that 
time, he has achieved widespread recogni-
tion for his translations of over 50 books
by some of the greatest Latin American
writers of the 20th century, including
Jorge Amado, Julio Cortázar, Mario
Vargas Llosa, José Lezama Lima, and
Gabriel García Márquez. He is perhaps
best known for his translations of
Continued on page 3

Rabassa Receives National Medal of Arts at White House Ceremony

CBNS Receives $1.1 Million to Treat Sickened 
World Trade Center Workers

Markowitz
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This year’s Jeannette K. Watson Fellowship

winners come from backgrounds as differ-

ent as night and day, but both have one

thing in common: Their internship experi-

ences have motivated them to seek careers

in public service. As Watson fellows, they

receive paid internships over three sum-

mers that provide high-level work experi-

ence and participate in leadership forums.

CUNY Honors student NICHOLAS COPELI

’08, an anthropology major on a pre-med

track, believes medicine has become too

“scientific, objective, and

removed from all human

considerations.” Not too

surprising then that he

aspires to become a

“humanities-oriented

physician” and follow the

footsteps of Dr. Paul

Farmer, whose mission is to conquer dis-

eases among the world’s poor. At press

time, Copeli was applying to Mt. Sinai’s

Early Acceptance Program in Humanities

and Medicine, which provides liberal arts

undergraduates a path to medical school. 

As a Watson fellow, Copeli interned this

past summer at Global Kids, Inc., a New

York City-based nonprofit educational group

that helps urban youth become global citi-

zens and community leaders. He was

responsible for maintaining Newz Crew, the

organization’s Web site that promotes

media literacy and political dialogue among

young people around the world. He enjoyed

the experience so much that he continues

to work part-time for the organization.

Copeli looks forward to his next two

Watson internships, one of which will give

him an opportunity to study abroad, per-

haps in Russia. “I hope to get more

involved in the public health sector on an

international level and gain better cross-

cultural understanding,” he says. Copeli’s

mother is Bukharian, so he and his broth-

ers—Joseph, a graduate student at Hunter,

and Eric and Frank, also QC undergrads—

speak Russian at home. Copeli also knows

Spanish, which he learned on his own when

he went to Peru this past August as a

CUNY Honors scholar and taught English at

a remote orphanage in San Miguel. “I need

to master both languages if I want to truly

succeed in my field,” he says.

JESSENIA VAZCONES ’09, a political sci-

ence major, hopes to make her mark in

law. Her parents, originally from Ecuador,

played a huge role in her choice of career.

“It was my parents’ struggle with the

inequities of the immigration process to

become U.S. citizens that precipitated my

interest in legal reform,”

she says. 
Unlike other legal

internships that
Vazcones had investigat-
ed that were only for col-
lege seniors and first-
year law students, the

Watson Fellowship was
open to freshmen and sophomores. This
past summer she interned for State
Supreme Court Judge James Yates in lower
Manhattan, which she describes as an
“incredible learning experience that helped
reverse [what had been] my cynical impres-
sions of the criminal justice system.

“I was permitted to sit in on fascinating
courtroom trials and, just like his law stu-
dent clerks did, research statutes and
cases which helped the judge make his
decisions,” she says. “Now I’m eager to
explore other areas of the law.”

Copeli

An empty lot across the street from the
Louis Armstrong House Museum will be
the site of an 8,500-square-foot visitors
center, thanks to an award of $5 million
from New York State.

“The visitors center will provide sub-
stantial benefits not only to our visitors,
but to our community,” says Museum
Director Michael Cogswell, referring to
plans for additional exhibitions, concerts,
lectures, and other services and programs
in the new space. “We’ll be able to pre-
sent more community-oriented programs.
Plus, cultural tourism has long been rec-
ognized as an important contributor to
economic development. More visitors to
the Louis Armstrong House Museum
means that more visitors will stay in local

hotels and eat in local restaurants.”
The new center will provide another

benefit.“We currently hold concerts and
special events in our beautiful garden, but
only in warm months and we hope for
nice weather,” says Cogswell. “With a
visitors center we can hold events all year
long and never be rained out.”

The center will also allow for restora-
tion of the house’s garage to its original
state. That space now contains a gift shop,
which will be moved to the visitors cen-
ter. Once restored, the garage will house a
1967 Lincoln Town Car, like the one
Armstrong drove.

“We are deeply grateful to Senators
John Sabini and Serf Maltese, Assembly-
men José Peralta and Jeff Aubry, and all

the other elected officials who worked so
hard to acquire this essential funding,”
says Cogswell.

The estimated total cost for design and
construction is $9 million; the college
must raise an additional $4 million for the
center, which is expected to be completed
in 2009. Lord Cultural Resources, one of
the world’s top museum design firms, and
Hardy Holzman Pfeiffer Associates devel-
oped the center’s master plan. The project
will be administered by the CUNY
Department of Design, Construction, and
Management.

“When we created the master plan for
the visitors center in 2003,” says
Cogswell, “we held more than 20 inter-
views with community leaders, elected

officials, and block residents to learn what
they wished for there. Many wonderful
ideas came out of those interviews and we
are excited about realizing them.”

Armstrong House Museum Receives $5 Million for Visitors Center

Vazcones

Louis and Lucille Armstrong at home

Two Watson Fellows Set Their Sights on Careers in Public ServicestudentPROFILES
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Alumni Notes
1956: Fran

Vardamis notes
that “My fourth
detective novel
was recently
published by
Silk Label
Books in
Unionville, New
York. Vermont

Sea Glass is the latest in a series featuring
Greek detective Yannis Lavonis, who,
used to dealing with urban crime in the
Balkans, finds himself out of place in a
rural New England ski town where every-
one he meets seems vibrantly fit and
mindlessly content, and where promised
rest and recuperation quickly become
murder and mayhem. This book, and the
others in the series, can be purchased, or
investigated at www.silklabelbooks.com”
. . . 1960: Eleanor Jacoby (MA) is an
editor and writer for The Reporter in
Deerfield Beach, FL. A former principal
for the New York City Board of
Education, she wrote the education col-
umn “Teacher Says” for the New York
Post in the late 1970s and 1980s. She was
also in charge of the Title I program for
District 17, Brooklyn. Her novel No, My
Darling Daughter (Harper & Row) was
published in 1975 under the pen name
Sally Newman . . . 1965: Philip Zuchman

and his wife Deborah Gross-Zuchman
(right) recently spent two months painting
the landscape in La Ceja, Colombia. They
were invited to exhibit with Colombian
artists in the first Salon Independiente de
Arte en El Oriente Antioqueno at the
Galeria Callejon de San Bartolo in
Rionegro Colombia last August. The

Zuchmans had a two-person show of over
40 oil paintings of Colombia, De
Philadelphia Con Amor, at Galeria de
Arte Los Communes in La Ceja last
August. They have both exhibited interna-
tionally and their work is in many private
and public collections. Their residence
and studios are in the University 
Continued on page 7

Maybe it was the

wine.

According to

Alumni Affairs

Director Nancy

Rudolph (left), when

this year’s busy

schedule of

Homecoming activi-

ties concluded, many of the approximately

150 alums in attendance seemed more

inclined than in previous years to want to

linger, enjoy each other’s company, and

bathe in the afterglow of the day’s events. 

“At the closing reception President

Muyskens remarked to me that nobody was

leaving too quickly,” she says. “They were

having a little wine; there was wonderful

food. All in all, it was a very nice ending to

a great day. It was a marathon, but great!” 

Wine was the principal focus of atten-

tion at one of the receptions held for three

individual classes. The class of ’81, marking

the 25th anniversary of their graduation,

was treated to a tasting of several vintages

provided by Martha Clara Vineyards of

Riverhead. 

The classes of ’46 and ’56 also received

special receptions during a day that includ-

ed a musical performance, a women’s soc-

cer game, presentations by Robert Ball ’62

and Stephen Pekar ’86 (Earth & Environ-

mental Sciences), visits to campus art exhi-

bitions, campus tours, and more. 

The scheduled activities culminated late

in the afternoon with the dedication of the

new Alumni Plaza in front of Jefferson Hall. 

Always a factor critical to the success

of Homecoming is the weather: “It was fab-

ulous,” says Rudolph.

COURTING MILLENNIUM GRADS

Rudolph was equally enthusiastic in her

assessment of a special event held three

days earlier for “millennium grads.” 

The Sept. 27 evening reception in the

atrium of the Music Building was for alumni

who have graduated since 2000. “In look-

ing at some of the past events,” Rudolph

says, “we saw that not a lot of our recent

grads came. At any school the millennium

grads are a difficult group to get because

they’re all too busy with their careers. So I

wanted to do something to make this group

feel special.

“Over 100 alums showed up and they

brought about 50 guests,” she says,

describing the well-received event that was

also attended by Assemblyman José

Peralta ’96. “It was a cocktail reception

with finger foods from 7 to 9 pm. People

didn’t want to go home; they were all just

so thrilled to be back on campus.”

Another way Rudolph hopes to maintain

the group’s connection to QC is with the

impending launch of inCircle. This is an

online social networking program that

allows alumni to remain in touch with one

another and their alma mater.

“inCircle is like MySpace and

Facebook,” she says, referring to two

social networking Web sites that are enor-

mously popular among teenagers and

young adults. “Many of our younger alums

are more computer-savvy and they’re

already involved with these kinds of pro-

grams. We’re in the process of fine tuning

inCircle right now.”

A Vintage Homecoming


