
DISTINGUISHED PROFESSOR
Gregory L. Rabassa (Hispanic
Languages), one of the world’s leading
translators of Latin American literature,
has been awarded the 2006 National
Medal of Arts. He received the nation’s
highest honor for artistic excellence from
President George W. and Mrs. Laura Bush
at a ceremony last November in the White
House Oval Office.

Nine other notable artists and organi-
zations were honored along with Rabassa:
dancer Cyd Charisse, bluegrass musician
Dr. Ralph Stanley, Cincinnati Pops
orchestra conductor Erich Kunzel, classi-

cal composer William Bolcom, photogra-
pher Roy R. DeCarava, industrial design-
er/sculptor Viktor Schreckengost, arts
patron Wilhelmina Holladay, the
Interlochen Center for the Arts’ School of
Fine Arts, and the Preservation Hall Jazz
Band of New Orleans. 

According to Dana Gioia, chairman of
the National Endowment for the Arts
which manages the National Medal of
Arts nomination process, these individuals
and organizations have “all made endur-
ing contributions to the artistic life of our
nation. Whether by translating the master-
pieces of Latin American literature or

Gregory Rabassa with Laura and President
George W. Bush at the White House, where he
received the National Medal of Arts.

The Center for the Biology of Natural
Systems (CBNS) recently announced a
major expansion of its medical monitor-
ing program for emergency responders
and recovery workers at the World Trade
Center (WTC) disaster site. The pro-
gram—the Queens World Trade Center
Medical Monitoring and Treatment
Program—will now offer diagnostic eval-
uation and treatment of WTC-related
health conditions at CBNS’s clinical facil-
ity on Horace Harding Expressway. It has
already provided health-monitoring

exams to over 1,000 for-
mer WTC workers.

The expanded pro-
gram was made possible
by a $1.1 million award
from the National Insti-
tute for Occupational
Safety and Health

(NIOSH) of the
Department of Health and Human
Services—one of a series of NIOSH
grants totaling $40 million for this 
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WWII Memorial
Dedication
Arnold Franco ’43 (far left) with mem-

bers of his family stand behind part of

the World War II Veterans Memorial

that was dedicated on campus on

Friday, November 10. Franco’s gen-

erosity made the construction of the

plaza possible. During World War II 60

percent of Queens College students

enlisted or were called to duty (942 out of a class of 1,600). Award-winning poet Samuel

Menashe ’47, a survivor of the Battle of the Bulge, read his poems during the ceremony.

Also on hand was Rosemary McCarthy, the sister of Robert Francis Minnick, Jr., who

was one of the first QC students to die in the war. 
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bringing genius to the design of everyday
objects or simply preserving the great
musical heritage of New Orleans, their
work has enriched our national culture.”

Now 84 years old, Rabassa has taught
at Queen College since 1968. In that 
time, he has achieved widespread recogni-
tion for his translations of over 50 books
by some of the greatest Latin American
writers of the 20th century, including
Jorge Amado, Julio Cortázar, Mario
Vargas Llosa, José Lezama Lima, and
Gabriel García Márquez. He is perhaps
best known for his translations of
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