
Dr. Sowmya Dechamma is a professor of comparative literature at 

University of Hyderabad in Hyderabad, India. She is currently a  

Fulbright-Nehru Fellow at the Department of Comparative Literature,  

Queens College (September 2019 to May 2020), where she will teach a 

course on modern Indian literary cultures and work on her research project 

titled “Understanding the Modern: Of Oralities and Languages.”

Her research and teaching interests are minority identities and discourse; Indian literatures; 

translations; gender studies; Kodava, a language of the minority in Southern India; and 

cultural discourse. Her research and teaching aims to investigate the notions of modern that 

emerge through various texts on Kodava; the manner in which the texts are connected to ideas 

of a community, region, and nation; ways in which texts engage with the constant presence of 

oralities in their own cultures; and what acts of writing tell us about cultures. 

THE COMPAR ATIVE LITER ATURE DEPARTMENT 

INVITES YOU TO

Thursday, December 5, 2019  |  12:15–1:30 pm 
Rosenthal Library, Room 230

The Language Question:  
Notes of a Comparatist on  

Sanskritization and Ethnography
SPEAKER 

Sowmya Dechamma

Sponsored by the Department of Comparative Literature and  
the Dean of Arts and Humanities. 


