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Greeting from Director 
by Gerasimus Katsan
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   Over its 48-year existence the, the Center has had
thousands of students pass through its halls and classes to
learn about Hellenic culture, history and language. This Fall
we continue to bring the Center back into the life of the
College and the wider community through our academic
program of courses, and by organizing student events,
guest lectures, and community outreach activities. We invite
all those interested in Hellenic culture to attend and take
part in these events, and we look forward to developing a
vibrant and interesting program in the future.
    Now, however, the Center is facing a critical moment: we
urgently need funding that will help support the mission
and objectives of the Center, which includes not only the
events I have mentioned above but a multifaceted set of
projects. For example, one long-term goal is the
reorganization of the Center’s library, with complete
cataloguing and digitization of significant portions of its
holdings to make them more accessible to students,
scholars and the wider community. This is one of many
initiatives that we hope to undertake if given the
opportunity.
     Because of significant changes in CUNY policies, the
Center is undergoing a new recertification process. In order
to make this happen, the Center needs to show serious
progress towards becoming financially independent. In light
of this, I make a general appeal to alumni, friends and the
wider community for financial donations that will help keep
the Center viable. Please see the last page of the newsletter
for directions on how to donate.
.
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 44th Annual Certificate of
Achievement Awards Ceremony

The 44th Annual Certificate of Achievements Awards
Ceremony and Harry J. Psomiades Memorial Lecture
of Queens College’s Center for Byzantine and
Modern Greek Studies was held on May 26, 2022 in
Remsen Hall.  
    The Director of the Center, Dr. Gerasimus Katsan,
welcomed and thanked all the guests for their
presence.  Vice-President and Provost, Dr. Elizabeth
Hendrey, welcomed the guests on behalf of
President Frank Wu. She emphasized the long-
standing contribution of the Byzantine Center to the
cultural and academic identity of the University. 
 Associate Provost Dr. Alicia Alvero spoke of the close
and constructive cooperation with the new
Directorate of the Center since the beginning of the
year. She expressed her belief that the Center has
the potential to develop into an active academic and
cultural Center that will benefit both Queens College
students and the Greek-American community of the
greater New York area. The chairman of the advisory
committee, Mr. Christos Stratakis, praised the Center
and Prof. Psomiadis' legacy and congratulated the
students.  Dr. Katsan then thanked the previous
Director and Assistant Director, Dr. Christo Ioannides
and Mrs. Effie Lekas respectively, for their many
years of service to the Center.  Mr. Louis Katsos,
president of Jekmar Associates, Inc., and chairman of
the 2022 Parade Committee, presented the
Psomiades Memorial Lecture on "The legacy and
importance of Byzantine and Modern Greek studies
in the 21st century." A total of 22 scholarships were
awarded, funded by individuals and organizations of
the Greek American community of greater New York.
The scholarships were given to the students who
chose a Major or minor in Greek and Byzantine
Studies, thus encouraging and enhancing their
choice. A reception followed where the guests had
the opportunity to taste Greek foods, exchange
views and set new goals for the longevity of the
Byzantine Center.
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GREEK CLUB IKAROS 
 Ikaros Hellenic Club has been an integral part
of Queens College since the 1970s. It has
served as a place of community for Greek,
Cypriot, and the entire Queens College Student
Body.

Executive Board Members 2022:  

President – Stephanie Szpylka 

Vice President – Demi Kapetanakis 

Treasurer – Despina Boudouris 

Secretaries – Elizabeth Georgiou &

Georgia Liotopoulos 
 

Upcoming Events: 

November 2nd, 2022  
12:15 – 1:30pm – Student Union 310 
 OXI Day (October 28th) Celebration 

November 9th, 2022 –
12:15 – 1:30pm – Student Union 310 
 Greek Paint Afternoon with a scene
from Greece (materials provided) 

November 16th, 2022 
 12:15 – 1:30pm – Student Union 310 
 Athens Polytechnic Uprising
Commemoration  

November 23rd, 2022 
12:15 – 1:30pm – Rathaus 101A/B 
 Greek Dance with Ikaros and the
Queens College Dance Union
 
December 9th, 2022 
 12:15 – 1:30pm – Student Union 219 
 Christmas Party 

*Note if you would like to include: Food and
refreshments will be served at the events on
November 2nd, 9th, 16th 

Where to find Ikaros 
Hellenic  Orthodox Club: 

 
In person: Student Union Room 219 

Follow on Instagram: @ikaroshellenicqc 
 
 

 Greek Club table Welcome Day at Queens College

Cafe night with current and former club members









The Byzantine Center helped students
 to explore and declare a Major or Minor in

 Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies



   HELLENIC AMERICAN PROJECT
                By Prof. Nicholas Alexiou
                        

   HAP – Voice of America Archives

The physical and digital archive of the Greek
broadcasting service of the Voice of America,
one of the original language services of the
network, is now donated to the Hellenic
American Project (HAP), (Queens Hall ,  R:015),
Queens College, CUNY. Sixteen boxes
containing the Greek Collection of legacy
broadcast media, as well as more than 60
digital video files were recently transferred to
HAP, after the U.S. Agency for Global Media,
VOA’s parent agency, and the Hellenic
American Project Cultural Center signed a
memorandum of agreement. After 72 years on
the air,  Voice of America’s Greek Service
signed off for the last time on August 11,
2014. It was established on November 1, 1942,
and went on to cover historic turning points of
modern Greece, from the civil war in the late
1940s to the accession of the country to the
European Union, and Greece’s struggles ten
years ago to remain an integral part of the E.U.
Acting VOA Director Yolanda Lopez said that:
“It is really important for us to make sure that
our legacy broadcasting archives are
preserved for the benefit of future researchers
and historians. VOA’s historic broadcasts in
Greek can become an important resource for
the study of U.S.-Greece relations over the
span of more than 70 years.”
The Hellenic American Project documents the
presence of Greeks in the United States from
the first wave of mass immigration in 1900 to
the present. HAP operates as a research
facility, archive, Greek American library,
museum, and event space on the campus of
CUNY-Queens College. The VOA Greek Service
archive is an amazing resource for students,
faculty, scholars, and the public.

 

HAP – CULTURAL/EDUCATIONAL
EVENTS:

Sunday, November 13, 2022, at 2 pm:
“Hellenism in Art from Both Sides of The Pond” -
Webinar Panel Discussion. Hellenism has
affected Hellenic artists in many different ways,
whether they were in Hellas or in the diaspora in
the U.S., both global innovative art centers. The
panel discussion with artists/art historians and
curators explores “from both sides of the Pond
(the Atlantic)” in Hellas and the U.S., those
effects on them and their particular aspects and
thoughts on art.

Monday, November 7, 2022, at 7 pm. An
Evening with the Award-Winning Poet, Kyriacos
Efstathiou. Hellenic Cultural Center, 27-09
Crescent Street, Astoria, NY.



   The Center for Byzantine & Modern Greek Studies  
Course Schedule   Spring  2023

Modern Greek Literature in Translation
GRKMD 41W-001  (34567)   (Prof.Fevronia Soumakis)    (Online Asynchronous)
GRKMD 41W-002   (35300)  (Prof.Fevronia Soumakis)    (Online Asynchronous)

Surveys modern Greek literature (in translation) from the middle of the nineteenth century to the present.
The authors and their works are examined not only for their individual stylistic and thematic elements but
also within the context of European literary and cultural movements.
______________________________________________________________________________
Elementary Modern Greek I
GRKMD 111-01 (32842)      (Prof. Maria Athanasopoulou)  T/H 10:05 – 11:55 a.m.  Kiely Hall 319  (In Person) 

Designed to establish correct pronunciation, to teach the elements of grammar, to enable students to
understand written and spoken Greek, to become familiar with cultural aspects of modern Greece, and
especially to establish a good basic vocabulary.
______________________________________________________________________________
Elementary Modern Greek II
GRKMD 112-001   (35295)   (Prof. Ioanna Glava)      T/H 10:05- 11:55 a.m.  (Online Synchronous.) 
This course is a continuation of Modern Greek 111. A graded reader is introduced to present literary and
cultural aspects of Greece, and to offer topics for simple exercises in composition. 
______________________________________________________________________________
Intermediate Modern Greek II
GRKMD 204-001    (34566)   (Prof. Ioanna Glava)         T/H 1:40 – 2:55 p.m.    (Online Synchronous.) 

A continuation of GRKMD 203 with grammar review, conversation, composition, and readings in literary
and cultural materials. Selections from prose and poetry.
______________________________________________________________________________
Modern Greek Conversation
GRKMD 223-001  (32841)  (Prof. Maria Athanasopoulou)   T/H12:15- 1:30 p.m    Kiely Hall 319   (In Person) 

Intended for students who have an elementary knowledge of Greek and wish to improve their ability to
converse. Recommended especially for students in GRKMD 203 or 204 who come from homes where
Greek is not spoken.
______________________________________________________________________________
Modern Greek Film and Media
GRKMD 250-001     (32948)  (Prof. Gerasimus Katsan)    Room TBA  T/H 3:10 – 4:25 p.m    (Hybrid Synch) 

The contributions of Greek filmmakers to the art form of cinema. Students will learn the history of cinema
in Greece and will study the forms and genres of Greek film, the terminology associated with film criticism
and how to write a film analysis. The course will examine how Greeks have been portrayed in the cinema
of the last half century, both in Greece and in Greek-America. Films will also be discussed and analyzed for
their specific thematic and filmic content.

______________________________________________________________________________
The Byzantine Empire, 324–1025
HIST 209 - 001    (33092)            (Prof. Warren Woodfin)   Room : TBA    M / W 1:40 – 2:55 p.m     (In Person)

 ________________________________________________________________
PLEASE see or write to Dr. Katsan regarding placement and/or overriding prerequisites:

gerasimus.katsan@qc.cuny.edu  Office: Queens Hall 200 
(718) 997-5981 ELL Main Office: (718) 997-5980



The Center for Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies is a

community supported entity. Please support the Byzantine

Center for its impact as an essential part of World Heritage. We

humbly accept donations of any size: any and all assistance is

appreciated.

 Thank you for your Ongoing Support

To make a gift or donation, please send a check to: 
 

 The Queens College Foundation 
Center for Byzantine Center and Modern Greek Studies

Jefferson Hall Room 302
Queens College

65-30 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11367

 
or Visit the Website at:

https://qccommunity.qc.cuny.edu/QueensCollege/Support 

Center for Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies
Jefferson Hall, Room 302
Queens College
65-30 Kissena Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11367
E-mail: qc.byzantine.center@gmail.com
www.qc.cuny.edu/academics/bmgs/ 
Info: Dr. Maria Athanasopoulou
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