This play is for Holly Beightol,

my best friend and 90s scary movie date forever,

And

To Rodrigo, who makes my art—and life—Dbetter,
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OWQENI'm thinking, “If noise scares ‘em off, 1 better smnuu;\]j};l:lg&
g first, I'm just yelling random crap like, “HEY, MO
LIONS. . But after a while, I got bored of

LIONS, I TASTE TERRIBLE!”

hearing my own voice.

PABLO ;
I don't think that’s possible, Owen.

OWEN )
I got tired of talking. So 1 started singing.

PABLO
It’s of the utmost im

N .
O“ZI)Zkav but don't judge. I couldn’t think of any songs, right? Full on
braiﬁ freeze. So 1 defaulted to... “God Bless the US.A.

PABLO
What?

OWEN
You know, like...

PABLO :
...Nope. Never heard it.

portance that you tell me what you were singing,

(Sings dramatically) “I'm proud to be an American..”

OWEN ‘ . .
Seriously? We used to sing it all the time 1n elementary school,
Right after the Pledge of Allegiance.

PABLO
Wow. Peak propaganda.

OWEN
Nah, just public school. But dude, I sang that song on repeat for
three hours. All the way down the trail, to my car. Got the bike on
the rack, got in, started the car—and guess what’s playing on the
radio.

PABLO
No way.

OWEN

2 »
(Sings again) “Proud to be an American!

PABLO .
What were you listening to, the Bald Eagle Station:

OWEN
Nah, dude. It was a sign. That song saved me.

END

ieking stupid.

Even mountain lions are scared of Americans.
PABLO

Mountain lions are Americans too, dumbass.

They both bust up laughing.

PABLO
Are you feeling it yet? I don’t think I am.

OWEN
Gummies take time.
PABLO takes another taco bite.
You've been tearing at those tacos. Are they really that good?

PABLO
You should'’ve tried one, man. Birria's all the rage now.

OWEN
Nah, gimme ground beef. American as apple pie.
Owen takes a bite of his own taco.
PABLO
(Sings) “Proud to be an American”
OWEN
But its, like, goat meat, right?
PABLO
Yeah.
OWEN
PAgzdous cooked in... like, goat blood?
OWSI;:)ld, Its cooked with spices and oils.
PA;:IS’ veah, I heard its goat blood too,
Who told you that? Netflix?
OWEN :
S(lmc guy.
PABLO ‘
Some guy...
OWEN
At work.
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