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One of the highlights of the year was the School
of Education/Educator Preparation Program
(EPP) achieving full 7-year accreditation from
the Council for the Accreditation of Educator
Preparation (CAEP). This achievement reflects
the collective work of our entire educator
preparation community and our shared
commitment to preparing thoughtful, skilled,
and equity-minded educators. I am deeply
appreciative of everyone who contributed to
this important accomplishment.

Bobbie Kabuto, Ph.D
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Antonio Sanchez

Project
Focus

hange is an increasingly polarizing concept. | was bom into a Hispanic household
on Long Island, where | developed a deep appreciation for my roots and the
connections they fostered here on Long Island. | attended school here and to this

day continue to live on Long Island, intending to spend the rest of my days in this familiar
environment. However, my time at Queens College has opened my eyes to many different
worlds beyond my own.

Change can occur unexpectedly.

Only time will tell if T have the courage

to embraceit.

After transferring in during my second year.
| found myself reflecting on why |
hadn’t made this change sooner.
The truth is, | had been hesitant to
let go of what was familiar.
However, | can't honestly say | felt
regret, as | didn't embark on this
journey alone. Familiar faces from
my past were also taking the leap
into the unknown alongside me.
Those who were once merely
classmates have transformed into
companions throughout this

president of Queens College’s
Kappa Delta Pi, | am also learning
from professors who are helping
me develop essential
self-regulatory learning skills. While

experience. Naturally, the new
faces | encountered along the way
have also enriched my time here.

This school’s population is very

diverse in its multitude of
communities, and my engagement
with them has cultivated a deep
sense of connection. Whether I'm
logging miles with the running club,
enjoying inspiring concerts

my heart is set on establishing
roots in a place that has always felt
like home, | have come to realize
that change can occur
unexpectedly. Only time will tell if |
have the courage to embrace it. I'm

alongside talented performers from excited to find out!

the School of Music, or socializing
with peers in the physical education
lounge, | find belonging—despite
my hour-long commute.

As | look toward my future as
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AJourney
Shaped byNYC
Men's Teach

by Dr. David Beauzil

My time in the NYC Men Teach program was
foundational in shaping both my identity
and trajectory as an educator. As a Haitian
American man from Brooklyn, entering the
program meant more than preparing to
teach, it meant joining a community
committed to disrupting inequities in urban
education. One key moment | recall was
realizing that representation is not symbolic;
it is transformative. Being surrounded by
mentors, peers, and fellow alumni who
affirmed the necessity of men of color in
classrooms strengthened my resolve to serve
with purpose.

Dr. Smith and Dr. Anders, the directors of
the NYC Men Teach program, played a
pivotal role in my journey. Their mentorship
extended beyond coursework, they
motivated me to complete my doctorate and
supported me in navigating my teaching
career within the New York City Public
Schools system. Their guidance helped me
think strategically about long term goals
while staying grounded in daily classroom
practice.

The program at CUNY Queens College
pushed me to think critically about
pedagogy, identity, and responsibility. It
cultivated in me a deep commitment to
literacy as a tool for liberation, work that
would later become central to my doctoral
research at Teachers College, Columbia
University. In May 2025, | earned my Ph.D.
in English Education, where my dissertation
examined the transformative potential of
storytelling through urban teacher
narratives. | currently serve as a Middle
School English Language Arts teacher in
Brooklyn while continuing to engage in
scholarship and mentorship as an active
NYC Men Teach alumni member.

NYC Men Teach instilled in me discipline,
self regulated learning, and a sense of
collective responsibility. It shaped not only
the educator | have become but the leader |
aspire to be.
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Attending Queens College as an undergrad was a transformative
experience that immersed me in the cultural melange of the
“World's Borough.” Interacting with people from multicultural
backgrounds who were first-generation Americans, like me, was
truly eye-opening. This experience further motivated me to earn
my BA in History and Secondary Education from Queens College
in 2019, becoming the first person in my family to graduate from
a U.S. institution of higher education. Shortly after graduation, |
became a social studies teacher at Westbury High School, my
alma mater, where | continue to teach both general education
and ENL students. Witnessing the perseverance of my ENLs as
they learned English and adapted to a new country, mirroring my
Honduran parents' story, inspired me to return to Queens to earn
an MS in TESOL (Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages), which | completed in 2022. Understanding the
cognitive processes and the stages of language acquisition that
influence a child’s development is essential to being a
competent and empathetic educator.

Empathizing with my ENLs has also taught me that they need
support to reach their academic, linguistic, and mental
capabilities, not only from culturally inclusive educators, but also
from linguistically responsive mental health professionals. As
immigrant children have

continued to migrate to the U.S., a severe shortage of bilingual
mental health professionals, including therapists, psychologists,
and psychiatrists, has emerged. Bilingual practitioners are
desperately needed at this crucial moment in our nation’s
history. ENL students who have mental health concerns such as
anxiety, depression, and post-traumatic stress disorder need
access to bilingual mental health professionals to begin the
healing process in their native language.

As a result of witnessing my students struggle with mental
health challenges and experiencing similar adversities myself, |
decided to pursue a career in the field of mental health. In 2025,
| was accepted into the MS Mental Health Counseling (MHC)
program at Queens, where | am currently pursuing my second
master’s degree. The insights | have gained thus far have helped
me develop the skills necessary to become a congruent and
effective therapist, preparing me to serve trauma-impacted
populations, particularly immigrant children and women,
veterans, and individuals struggling with addictive behaviors.
The MHC MS program has and will continue to provide me with

o

wisdom to serve others because at Queens College, Dom,mwy
ut S’WW we learn so we may serve.
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By Bakhtawar Zahid

My experience at Queens College has been very
positive and meaningful. From the beginning, | felt
supported by both the professors and the staff. The
professors truly care about their students and always
make an effort to help everyone succeed. They take the
time to explain concepts clearly, answer questions, and
provide guidance whenever needed. This has helped
me grow not only academically but also personally.

The staff at Queens College is also very helpful and
welcoming. They create a comfortable environment
where students feel encouraged and motivated. The
director of Physical Education, Professor Jessica
Angelastro, does an amazing job supporting students
and making sure everyone has the resources they need.
She is always willing to help and shows strong
leadership within the program.

| am also proud to be part of Kappa Delta Pi, an
amazing honor society that has made my

experience even more special. Being part of this group
has helped me grow as a future

educator and connect with others who share the same
passion.

I would like to give a special shout out to Professor
Professor Héfer Bembenutty, Professor Robert Hoover,
Professor Louis Pasquale, Professor Jessica
Angelastro, and Professor Taemin Ha for supporting me
throughout my college journey
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Representation.
Resilience.
Purpose.

A Reflection From
Quentin Brown
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My journey at Queens College began with a moment of clarity. remember discovering a video by Dr. Gibson discussing the critical lack of
Black male special education teachers. As an African American man who has navigated life with a stutter, his words resonated deeply; |
realized | could be the representation | didn't always see growing up.

ACADEMIC & PROFESSIONAL
GROWTH

Building on my B.S. in African American Studies at
Brockport University, | am currently pursuing my
Master’s in General and Special Education (Grades
1-6) alongside the BCBA certification track at
Queens College. My professional foundation is
rooted in five years (2019-2024) of dedicated
work at a summer camp for children with
disabilities. Today, | apply those lessons daily at a
school for children with Autism, providing Applied
Behavior Analysis (ABA) to help students master
essential life and educational skills.

IMPACT OF THE
PROGRAM

The program at Queens College has been
transformative. It has equipped me with
the clinical tools to differentiate between
diverse disabilities while reinforcing a vital
truth: background matters. Students thrive
when they work with someone who
understands their race and lived
experience. This program has taught me
how to provide a "safety group" and a
sense of comfort for students of color in the
disability community.

www.gc.cuny.edu/ga/

PERSISTENCE AS A
FOUNDATION

My academic success is fueled by
self-regulated learning and
persistence. Navigating my own
disability has required me to be
my own advocate, a trait that now
allows me to show my students
that a stutter or any disability is
not a barrier to impact. | am here
to ensure the next generation feels
seen, understood, and supported.


https://www.qc.cuny.edu/ga/
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I am Jamaican-born and Brooklyn-raised, and my relationship
with education has always been deeply personal. As a student
navigating different cultural and academic spaces, I learned
early that potential is not always recognized when context is
overlooked.

Before becoming a school psychologist, I
tau%ht high school, primarily working

with first-generation immigrant students
across a wide range of abilities. I
witnessed brilliance that was not always
reflected in grades or standardized
measures, and [ saw behaviors interpreted
without consideration of culture, stress,
language, or trauma.

I came to understand that learning does
not happen in isolation; it is shaped by
environment, expectation, and
opportunity.

Those experiences led me to School
Psychology and, ultimately, to Educational
Psychology as the bridge between theory
and lived experience. That systems lens
continues to guide both my clinical work
and my teaching.

ince 2009, I have taught Educational
Psychology in the SEYS Department at
Queens College, preparing graduate
students for teacher certification. I believe
theory must always connect to lived
experience.

I motivate aspiring teachers by treating them
as professionals in development from the
very first day. I push them to move beyond
memorization and ask, “What does this look
like in a real classroom?”

A. supportive learning environment, to me, strengthens
students’ capacity to think ethically and intentionally. I
hold high expectations while ensuring they feel
respected as emerging professionals.

The future of Educational Psychology must remain grounded in
context. Motivation, emotion, identity, family systems, and
culture all shape whether students can access what they know.
Educational Psychology should help teachers move from “What’s
wrong with this student?” to “What is this student experiencing,
and what does this situation require from me?”

My advice to aspiring teachers is simple: master your content,
but learn people even more. Notice what lies beneath behavior.
Teach students how to think and persist, not just what to
memorize. That is how learning becomes both lasting and
impactful.
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ueens College has been a place of growth, opportunity for
me. The professors and staff are genuinely committed to
student success and create and environment where you
feel supported both inside and outside the classroom.

GROWTH & OPPORTUNITY

Queens College as a whole has been a joy to grow as
a person and it wouldn’t be possible without the
came to up%j
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ultimately, to Educational Psychology as the bridge
between theory and lived experience. That systems

Lens conSeYNFIENCE & BURPOSR ™

Iam very welcomed and honored to be a part of
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creating a better environment for students of today
and for the future.

motivate aspiring teachers by treating them as
professionals in development from the very first day. I
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A Transformative
Journey in TESOL

by Jennifer Espinal

fostering the skills and confidence | need to
succeed both within the program and as a
student. Another meaningful milestone was
receiving the Beverly R. Sanders Memorial
Scholarship, which served as a significant
recognition and highlight of my time in the
program. Equally impactful has been the sense
of community | have developed with classmates
and professors, making my experience at
Queens College academically enriching,
inspiring, and enjoyable.

| currently work for the New York City
Department of Education as a Language
Paraprofessional while completing the TESOL
program. In this role, | assist teachers in the

classroom, support students, help prepare
instructional materials, and facilitate classroom
activities. B7alancing my responsibilities as a
full-time employee and full-time student has
required strong self-regulation, time
management, and perseverance. Managing
workdays, commuting, and coursework has
taught me to stay disciplined and focus on my
long-term goals. | rely on calendars, planners,
and course syllabi to keep track of assignments,
deadlines, and responsibilities, which has helped
me remain organized and successfully manage
both my academic and professional
commitments. These experiences have
strengthened my ability to take initiative and
stay committed while also preparing me for the
demands and realities of the teaching profession.
The TESOL program has shaped my academic
and professional growth. Through my
experiences, | have developed as a student and
as a future teacher committed to advocating for
multilingual learners. Moving forward, | carry
with me the knowledge and values gained at
Queens College. My goal is to create classrooms
where all students feel seen, respected, and able
to achieve their fullest potential. The TESOL
program has given me the foundation to pursue
this goal with confidence and purpose.
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